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What Does Turkey Think?came off the press on 7 June, just five days ahead of the general elections that won AKP a third term.  Addressing the multitude in front of the party’s Ankara headquarters TayyipErdoğan was all jubilant: “Believe me, Sarajevo won today as much as Istanbul, Beirut won as much as Izmir, Damascus won as much as Ankara, Ramallah, Nablus, Jenin, the West Bank, Jerusalem won as much as Diyarbakır.”He could have mentioned Benghazi too.  By early July, Turkey had gone full circle: from an early critic of the Franco-British intervention to a prime backer and financier of the Transitional National Council. In September the prime minister received a hero’s welcome in post-Gaddafi Tripoli, attending Friday prayers along with interim leader Mustafa Abdel Jalil.  That was the last leg of his tour of the Arab Spring capitals showcasing Turkey as a “source of inspiration”.  In all fairness, this hasproven a tough act. When Erdoğan, to the surprise of his domestic detractors, prescribedsecularism to be enshrined in the new Egyptian constitution, the Muslim Brotherhood and the Salafisbounced back with anger. But RachidGhannouchi’s al-Nahda party, gaining the upper hand at theOctober parliamentary elections in Tunis, has been more comfortable with Turkish models. For all its appeal,it is hardto work out what tops Turkey’s offer: the blend between democracy and political Islam, secularism (a term hotly contested inside Turkey), economic vigour, or indeed, as cynics allege, anti-Israeli rhetoric catering both to the proverbial Arab street and tothe Turkish grassroots. 
One thing is for sure. The Arab Spring swept aside the “zero problems”doctrine and altered Turkey’s neighbourhood policy.  In Syria, as the regime’s response tomass revolt grew increasingly heavy-handed over the summer, Turkish leaders learned the hard way about the limits oftheir influence over Bashar al-Assad.  Scrambling for survival, Assad repeatedly broke promises and ignored warnings coming from Ankara. A turnaround ensued: at the end of August, President Abdullah Gül boldly declared “we are with the people”. Turkey now harbours the so-called Free Syrian Army and the Syrian National Council. Turmoil in Syria has brought into the open Turkish rivalry with Iran, Damascus’ paramount ally.  In September, the Turkish decision to host a NATO missile-shield radar strained relations with Tehran even further. This development strengthened ties with the US but not with Israel.  Embracing regime change in Syria and Libya, Turkey is now closer to the West but at loggerheads with key Middle Eastern neighbours.  And, of course, let’s not forget Cyprus.  Joint exploration of gas fields in the Eastern Mediterranean together with Israel has ratcheted up tensions raising the spectre of a confrontation involving Turkey’s navy. 
Can Turkey still pull it off? Probably yes. Yet the trials, tribulations and tradeoffs explored in What Does Turkey Think are becoming ever more salient and painful. Turkey’s rise as a regional power is accompanied with familiar dilemmas concerning the balance between values and interests that are the staple of both US foreign policy and EU’s outreach to neighbours. 
And as the collection intimates, much depends on how Turkey deals with its own, internal questions. To start with, it is far from clear whether Diyarbakır has won on 12 June. The renewed hostilities between the Turkish armed forces and the PKK do not bode well for a political solution of the Kurdish issue. Neither do arrests of students and academics. The new constitution promised by the AKP is still a long-drawn prospect. In actual fact, the AKP did not secure a sufficiently large majority to unilaterally change the country’s basic law, as with the 2010 referendum. Normally this would be good news as collaboration with the opposition has become a must. But theCHP, a marriage of convenience and habit between old-school Kemalistsand social democrats, has not fulfilled its promise to offer a credible alternative. Nor has the pro-Kurdish BDP managed to dissociate itself from the PKK’s embrace.  Turkey’s democratisation is still a story in the making and the road ahead looks far lengthier and marred by uncertainty. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]What Does Turkey Think’s introduction ends with a call for the EU to engage meaningfully the emergent Turkey. But, if anything, in the last half year relations have gone more sour. When a known Europhile such as Abdullah Gül says that  “half-country” (Cyprus)will be leading a “miserable” union, referring to the Cyprus presidency of the Council in the latter half of 2012, then one gets a feeling of how profound the rupture is.  This is bad for Europe but also bad for Turkey. And if anything, the misery of the Eurozone crisis and the looming recession will not leave the Turkish economy unscathed, with growth projected to slow down in 2012. At the same time, the EU needs a Turkey which continues on the path of democratic reform, keeps developing and helps positive change in its neighbourhood, as recently argued in an open letter issued jointly by 11 EU foreign ministers.  This realization should suffice to inject a spirit of pragmatism into the complex relationship. 

